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BOSTON TOWN AREA COMMITTEE 16 March 2011 
 
Present: 
Councillors Alison Austin, Jim Blaylock, Martin Clarkson, Anne Dorrian, Mike Gilbert, 
Dave Hobson, Ray Newell and Sheila Newell  
 
Officers: Operations Manager, Senior Accountant and Senior Democratic Services 
Officer. 
 
28 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Graham Dovey, Peter Jordan, 
David Lingard and Brenda Owen. 
 

Action: 
Provide details of Members’ attendance at BTAC during the 
previous four years. 

Officer: 
Janette Collier  

 
29 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2010 were agreed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.   
 
It was noted that, in relation to Minute 24, Draft BTAC Revenue Budget Report - 
Estimates 2011/12-2015/16, the tax base had subsequently been amended for 
2011/12 and the result was £6.55 less levy for BTAC.   
 
30 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor Jim Blaylock declared a prejudicial interest in the item on Central Park 
Community Spaces, as portfolio holder for the project, and advised the Committee 
that he would leave the meeting after giving a presentation and answering questions. 
 
Councillors Dave Hobson and Ray Newell declared a personal interest in the same 
item, as they had been involved in the decision, as Cabinet Members, to request that 
BTAC contributed £20,000 from its reserves towards further improvements to Central 
Park.  Following a query that this might be a prejudicial interest, the Senior 
Democratic Services Officer advised the Committee that, as the code of conduct only 
referred to this in relation to matters considered by Scrutiny Committees, the interest 
was not prejudicial.   
 
Councillor Anne Dorrian declared a personal interest in the item, as a regular user of 
Central Park. 
 
31 REQUEST FOR DONATION 
 
The Committee considered a request from the Four Villages Day Care Management 
Committee for a donation towards the costs of clients from the Boston town area 
who attended the Swinfields Day Centre in Swineshead.   
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Mrs Poston, the chairman and secretary of the management committee, had 
intended to be at the meeting but sent apologies, as ill health prevented her 
attendance, and other members of the committee were now otherwise committed.  
However, Mrs Poston reported that the only change since a previous request was 
made in 2009 was that the number of clients from the town area had reduced in 
number from 13 to10. 
 
The letter of request was attached to the agenda papers along with the minutes of 
the meeting of 2 December 2009 at which the first request had been approved.  At 
that meeting, Members had felt that it would be proper to make a contribution to the 
day centre in respect of the clients from the town area, in the same way as the 
Parish Councils did for the clients from their areas.  A ‘one-off’ donation of £900 was 
approved for the year September 2009 to September 2010. 
 
During debate, it was explained that the amount of the previous donation had been 
arrived at by calculating the subsidy paid by the management committee for the town 
area clients, which was £1.50 per day for the 46 days per year that each client 
attended the centre.  The report made to the Committee at that time had explained 
that the donation had not been requested to cover running costs, but to pay for travel 
costs and activities.  The Council’s Local Communities Development Officer, who 
administered the BTAC Community Grants scheme, had confirmed that this was not 
a request for a community grant but for a donation from the main BTAC precept.   
 
Members agreed that a donation of £700 could be made on the same basis as the 
initial donation, i.e. to cover the subsidy paid by the management committee for each 
client.  It was also suggested that the amount could be increased up to a maximum 
of £750 if the amount of the subsidy had increased.   
 

RESOLVED: That a donation be awarded to the Four 
Villages Day Care Management Committee for the year 
2010/11 in respect of the 10 clients from the Boston 
Town area who attend the Swinfields Day Centre to the 
value of £700 or up to a maximum of £750, should the 
subsidy covered by the donation have increased.  [It 
was subsequently found that the subsidy had not increased 
and a donation of £700 was paid.] 

Janette Collier  
Debbie Holland 

 
32 CENTRAL PARK COMMUNITY SPACES 
 
The Committee received a report by the Play and Physical Activity Officer detailing 
the recent improvements to Boston’s Central Park and outlining proposals for further 
improvements.   
 
On 9 February 2011, Cabinet had decided “That the provision of play and outdoor 
fitness equipment in Central Park be agreed, subject to the Boston Town Area 
Committee being requested to consider making a contribution towards the cost”.  
 
Councillor Blaylock, as portfolio holder for Parks, Amenities and Rural Communities, 
gave a presentation, firstly covering the work that had been undertaken so far: 

• A children’s wild life area – designed and prepared by pupils from John Fielding 
School 
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• Crocus Planting – 20,000 had been planted by pupils from Park Community 
School 

• The rejuvenation of the aviary 

• New 8 to 14 year old equipment – to be completed by 31st March 2011 

• New adult gym equipment – equipment chosen following consultation 

• New toddler equipment – equipment chosen following consultation 

• A Grow 4 life Community Garden 

• New signs for the play area 
 
The costs had been funded from the £40,000 allocated by the Government’s 
Playbuilder fund and the Lincolnshire Community Safety Partnership, with the 
remainder funded from the Council’s maintenance budget.   
 
However, further improvements were needed to: 

• Sort out paint and improve seating & tables 

• Repaint railings and gates 

• Replace damaged signs 

• Repair the bad area at the end of the path 

• Sort out and improve the remaining part of the former tennis courts 

• Improve the food on offer 
 
Councillor Blaylock said described Central Park was vital to the town and said it 
should be its jewel in the crown.  The main aim of the further improvements was to 
deliver on the former tennis court area, quite expensive at around £10,000; it would 
be a shame to leave it as it was.  BTAC had £42,000 left in its reserves projected to 
the year end, though it would be prudent to retain 20%.   
 
Councillor Blaylock ended his presentation with two recommendations: 
1. That the Committee recognises the work already completed to improve Central 

Park and make available a further £20,000 from its reserves towards carrying out 
the further work detailed. 

2. That the Committee visits Central Park after the May elections to view the 
improvements and satisfy Members that the work is going to plan.   

 
In response to questions, Councillor Blaylock said the tarmac on the former tennis 
court area could be removed.  It would require significant work to re-tarmac the area; 
it could be grassed or used to plant flowers.  Temporary picnic tables could be 
provided.  There was a possibility of providing a teenage goal, but it was not certain 
that it fitted with this area.   
 
Provision of a skateboard ramp was suggested.  Councillor Blaylock agreed that 
provision for that age-group was lacking.  However, it would need to fit in with the 
residents who were close by, though it might not be a problem with the park closing 
at dusk.  Boston’s existing skateboard park was not satisfactory.  Members’ 
comments included concern that the park was not very secure and a skateboard 
ramp could attract problems.  It would also be noisy for people picnicking nearby; 
perhaps this was not the right area.  A grass maze was suggested as an alternative, 
being popular with all ages.   
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In response to further questions, Councillor Blaylock said the wildlife garden had to 
become established and would take time to lose its initial artificial appearance.  It 
was designed by school children and they were keen to do more planting.  Once the 
surrounding hedge had grown, the fence would come down.  The aim was to involve 
and appeal to all ages.   
 
Councillor Blaylock said the children involved had been excellent and their taking 
ownership would ensure there was less vandalism, but the area needed to be 
maintained.  With respect to the grassed area between the area where football could 
be played and the bowling green, this was not a significant change.  Another option 
was to have a designated area for football.  The cricket strip also needed attention.  
Councillor Blaylock agreed that a sandpit could be re-introduced, perhaps just for the 
summer months.   
 
A Member commended the improvements, saying they were exciting and much 
needed; the park was now a super place.  This was an excellent opportunity to come 
up with innovative ideas, though schemes should be organic and not take place all at 
once.   
 
Councillor Blaylock advised Members that Cabinet wanted BTAC not only to 
contribute towards improvements, but to have input in their design, perhaps with a 
sub-group of Members to visit the park to feedback regularly on progress and plan 
expenditure.   
 
The Operations Manager commented that parts of the park were unsightly and still 
needed improvement.  The former tennis courts area could become a sensory 
garden, with a formal or informal design.  He urged Members to visit the park and 
have an input in the improvements, which he said were making a major difference to 
the park. 
 
Members’ further comments included: 

• Members needed to take time to consider the many possibilities to have input. 

• A sandpit could be raised to keep dogs off. 

• Flower beds were too labour intensive, though people appreciated colour. 

• The wildlife area was unattractive.  However, its aim was not necessarily to be 
‘pretty’, but to provide a habitat for wildlife and research needed to be carried out 
to ensure wildlife was attracted to it. 

• The park was an asset to the wider community as well as the town centre 
community. 

• Caution should be taken to ensure improvements did not quickly become 
unsightly or unkempt. 

• The Council could link in with community groups and North Sea Camp for people 
to do maintenance work.   

• A bandstand could be installed in the park, which would be expensive but could 
be considered as an aspiration.   

• The idea of providing picnic tables was commendable, though caution should be 
taken not to spend money straight away; there should be wide consultation with 
examples to choose from and people using the park could be asked whether they 
wanted them in a specific area or spread around. 

• Potential solutions to the problem of litter needed to be explored, such as using 
volunteers and asking ground staff to inspect the park hourly.   
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• Brick could be used for raised flowerbeds rather than wood, which was often 
vandalised and, if the beds were curved children could run around them.   

• Sponsorship of flowerbeds could be sought with bill board advertising, such as 
was seen on roundabouts.   

 
Councillor Blaylock said having a specific picnic area tended to keep litter within that 
area, adding that recycling litter bins were also needed.  In response to questions, 
the Operations Manager said the idea was to purchase substantial wooden picnic 
furniture that would be housed at Fen Road during the winter.  Improvements to the 
tennis court area were estimated in the region of £8-10,000.  The Council’s own staff 
took a professional interest in the park and had done a significant amount of work 
helping with the improvements.   
 
Councillor Blaylock then thanked Members and left the meeting to allow them to 
consider the recommendations.   
 
Members moved straight to the recommendations and decided to leave the 
Operations Manager to arrange for the Committee to visit the park in June or July. 
 

RESOLVED: That the request for £20,000 from the 
BTAC reserves for improvements in Central Park be 
supported, with expenditure to be made immediately 
for picnic tables and chairs and the remainder of the 
monies to be held until the Operations Manager and 
Portfolio Holder bring forward ideas for the 
improvement of the tarmac area 

Cllr Blaylock 
George Bernard 

 
24 EXPENDITURE FROM RESERVES 
 
Members had asked that this item appear on the agenda so they could discuss a 
possible process for identifying projects to fund from the Committee’s reserves.  
However, due to the amount of expenditure just agreed it was felt that no further 
discussion was necessary.   
 

 
 

(The meeting finished at 7.50 p.m.) 


